
Dr. John R. Platt 
Dept. Phyaion 
fdnfvsrsity of Chicago 
Chfcago -57, lXlineirs 

Thank you for your n&e and reprints. The point about lunar al&do had 
oacurred to me, but X wae not familiar with your argument about grain afzss. 
The whole busllness ia, f am afraid, rather amateurleh, but 1 hope leas than 
sor:e of the biologlctal sFecul&Sane af my physical friende, and sormox:e has 
ta melt the fcea. 

or near 
Sa everything on-the lunar surface, In ss sqtillbrium wrlth the average ealar 

radiation? f had come hoper for material lodged in de8p arevfasar to f'ttmiah 
mar5 historical information. Yea 

?-k 
Did you hate any strong reaction ta the proposal for autocatalytic %ncretme 1, 

in the nmbsr of graina (ef, p. 4 enaloeed)? We didn't want to elaborate -4 
much further on an\th a whacky ~)chme, but the speculative baa$e for an avolu- -,-.i 
tionary development of the grains wh2&1 n&&t be formulated in rather BRrwSnZan '* 
terme mm one of Mw moat sxeiting thfnga we rm into. r^8 

1% off' on a trip just precledtig the oonference the papm is intended for; + 
if you xrdght have any further cement before Xay 15 could you wrfto me "t,; 
a/o Cowle4 (Terr, Maw., Carneg%a, U, sh,) 

I am analoeing a slightly Dora finished voraion, but Cod.5 hmm’t Seen 
over it yet. ft includes the bibliography you aaked about. 

Yours sincerely, 

Joshua Ledarberg 

P.S. L&kc a grsat zany other people, I'm not a little disturbed about the 
directfen the space program ia taking. The Killian report noide it rather 
alear that the milftary arld saientific requSrexentr notwithelluid~, kbtf 
the natSona1 objeotiva was to be manned space flfght, whether or nat this 
happened to coinulda tith a balanced appreo5.atian of thla particular branch 
of scfenoe in our econmy , and regedWus of' whethar this wm the most effect!ve 
approaah to tho aollectim of scicmtlfie data, etc. Certainly almost all of 
the biology, e.g. at the forthcoznfng conference, has to do with'puttfng R mm 
inta space! arzd practically nothhg on what useful function be will serve when 
there, or that he's lf.kb$y to fj,nd, Cowia and f were a little ~onesxned about 
writing an article that might seem to lend more weight to a helter-skelter 
progrq of apace! reaearoh; we hoped this might be balanced by the ooneervatiuna’t 
t!hame. 


